Re-census of the Globally and Threatened Birds of Lebialem
Highland and Mount Bamboutous

he Environment and Ru-
ral Development Founda-
tion (ERuDeF) in June
received a small grant of
US$5000 approximately FCFA
2.400.000 from Rufford Founda-
tion to conduct a re-census of
the globally threatened and rare
birds of this once neglected high-
land. The first survey of birds of
this region was conducted in
1982-1983 by the International
Birds Preservation Council (IBPC)
on the now completely degraded
Mount Bamboutos Forest Re-
serve. Among the key birds spe-
cies recorded was the Banner-
man’s turaco.
In 2003 through 2005, ERuDeF
received small grants respec-
tively from African Birds Club
Conservation Fund, Royal Soci-
ety for the protection of birds
and the Rufford Foundation to
support the bio-monitoring of the
first ever birds census of the Le-
bialem Highlands/Mount Bam-
boutos. The results of the cen-
sus revealed the presence of 14
restricted and 7 threatened birds
species which are as follows;
Restricted birds species ;
Cameroon’s montane greenbul,
Grey throated greenbul, Camer-
oon olive greenbul, Mountain
Robin Chat, Bangwa forest war-
bler, Cameroon blue headed
sunbird, Brown backed cristicola,
Greenlong tail, White tail war-
bler, Black-capped woodland
warbler, Yellow breasted boubou,
Bannerman’s turaco, Banner-
man’s weaver and the Banded

watled-eye
Threatened birds species;
Bannerman’s turaco, Banded

wattle-eye, Green breasted bush

slinke, Bangwa forest warbler,
Crossley’s Ground Thrush, Cam-
eroon mountain greenbul, Ban-
nerman’s weaver

Previous surveys conducted at
the piedmont section of the
mountain from 2004 had re-
corded the presence of gorillas,
chimpanzees and a considerable
presence of the rare plants and
plants with extinction.
Considering the significant bio-
diversity richness of this once
abandoned highlands in terms
of globally threatened primates,
birds and plants following the
conclusion of survey, there
emerge a very strong need to
reclassify this site. There are
concurrent efforts by ERuDeF to
create a wildlife sanctuary at
this piedmont section for the
gorillas and the rare plants spe-
cies.

Given the high presence of rare
and endangered birds across
this mountain range, there
emerged the need to resurvey
these highlands in order to pave
the way for the creation of an
important Bird Area (IBA).

This 2009 small grant from Ruf-
ford Foundation will enable

ERuDeF to produce a geo-

referenced data base for all the
globally threatened and rare
birds of the Lebialem Highlands
and western Bamboutos Moun-
tain, train the local communities
and initiate a birds’ conserva-
tion agenda for the region.
These actions will provide the

basis for the future bio-

monitoring of these species and
the creation of an IBA.

Photo by: Egbe Confidence
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Fundraising Is Key To NGOs’ Survival

he Chief Executive
Officer for the Envi-
ronment and Rural
Development Foun-
dation (ERuDeF), Mr. Louis
Nkembi says fundraising is
key to the survival of all non
-profits (NGOs). He made
this statement on August 29,
2009, on the occasion of the
award of diplomas to train-
ees who attended a ten day
training seminar on the
“Ethics, Dynamics and Poli-
tics of Fundraising in Con-
servation and Development”.
He emphasized that the
three main functions of a
non-profit include execution,
management and above all
the ability to raise funds. He
said participants of this
workshop are obliged to
know these tasks and func-
tions if they have to survive
in the competitive non-
profit environment of today.
He finally called on all par-
ticipants to be proactive in
order to survive.
Organised by the Environ-
ment and Rural Develop-
ment Foundation (ERuDeF),
the workshop was character-
ised by interactive and par-
ticipative exposeés which
were delivered by various
guest speakers and special-
ists in Grant Writing in both
conservation and develop-

ment. Some important
modules at the course
were; Fundraising Chal-

lenges, the Ethics in Fund-
raising, Primates and Gradu-
ate Fundraising, Developing
fundraising proposal in Bo-
tanical and Social research
and Techniques of Acquiring
Government Grants.

As concerns lectures on
the challenges in fundrais-
ing, the workshop’s main
presenter Mr. Louis
Nkembi lectured partici-
pants on the identification
of gaps in research, stating
that it is the key to devel-
oping a good proposal. He
added that some of the
challenges in fund raising
today include knowing
what your donor or funder
wants, developing an effi-
cient fundraising plan and
understanding the world of
funders (ethics and poli-
tics).

Fundraising is done for
survival, expansion,
sustainability, execu-
tion and reduction of
dependency

Talk- ing
on the aspect of why fund-
raising is carried out, the
C.E.O of ERuDeF stressed
that funds are very neces-
sary in  running non-
profits. He said it is done
for the survival, expansion,
reduction on dependency,
for sustainability and
above all to execute pro-
jects. In addition to these,
participants were taught
how to use the internet to
search for donor agencies
and potential donors. They
also gained skills in the
preparation of  concept
notes and partnership let-
ters.

To facilitate the training,
participants were given the
opportunity to do individ-
ual internet-based fund-

raising, identifying partners
and preparing a partnership
letter soliciting for a partner-
ship with the identified or-
ganisation based on the is-
sue and area of interest.
There was equally a presen-
tation on the techniques and
procedures to acquire gov-
ernment grants. According
to its presenter Mr. Enang
James from the South West
Delegation of Economic and
Regional Planning, several
steps and processes are in-
volved in the process of ac-
quiring government grants.
He said to successfully gain
grants from  government,
applicants are entitled to fol-
low these steps systemati-
cally. He however empha-
sized on the identification
and management of certain
“environmental risks” which
are involved in the process.
He added that if this is done,
then, the process would be
very easy.

On her part, Dr Fonge Bea-
trice from the University of
Buea focused her discussion
on the preparation of botani-
cal research fundraising pro-
posals. She said botany in-
volves plant adaptation to
particular environment. She
added that plants have an
influence on their environ-
ment. While some are toxic,
others are atmospheric puri-
tans. It is, therefore, the
duty of the botanical re-
search fundraiser to evalu-
ate the cost and benefits of
a particular plant to an area
before considering embark-
ing on a project.



Cross section of workshop participants during a presentation on acquiring grants/scholarships for conserva-

tion research by Denis Ndelor

Other presentations were
on topics such as primates
and graduate study Fund-
ing opportunities, how to
develop and implement
fundraising strategies and
presentation of individual
project developed by the
participants. With its main
goal to build skills and dis-
seminate knowledge to
participants, the ten day
training seminar was at-
tended by participants of
diverse academic disci-
plines. They came from
communication, Gender
and Management studies,
Sociology and Anthropol-
ogy, Botany and Environ-
mental Science.

At the end of the training,
each participant presented
a project that he or she
had developed during the
seminar. This project, it
was said will subsequently
be submitted to potential
funders earlier identified.
While those on Communi-
cation presented a project
on the development of
ERuDeF's Communication
unit, Socioeconomic unit
presented on low house-
hold incomes and those for
Botany presented on the
decrease in crop productiv-

ity.

The bio-monitoring  unit
centered their project on
the problem of declining
gorilla population. On the
proposal for the develop-
ment of a communication
unit for ERuDeF, the pro-
ject aims at increasing
awareness of ERuDeF ac-
tivities to the outside
world. This point was but-
tressed by the fact that
too much of ERuDeF is not
yet known. Since poverty
is a problem today in most
households and communi-
ties, the socioeconomic
department made a pres-
entation on the identifica-
tion of the causes and
methods to eradicate this
negative social phenome-
non.

At the end, some of the
participants were very sat-
isfied as concerns the skills
they acquired in the course
of the workshop.

Miss Martha Vikie disclosed
that her expectations were
met and that she now has
the necessary skills in writ-
ing proposals for funding.
She added that the work-
shop was educative and
well organised.

For Mr.Egbe Confidence,

the workshop was a good one
as it came to polish up some
of the gaps he had on the as-
pect of funding proposal writ-
ing for non profit institutions.
On his part, Mr. Njingo Cas-
sius disclosed that he has
nothing to regret for he has
learnt a lot in the course of
the training and that what is
necessary to him is the oppor-
tunity to be given for him to
implement such skills in the
field.

It should, however, be noted
that this is the second time a
workshop of this nature is be-
ing organized by ERuDeF, a
non governmental organisa-
tion based in Buea, Cameron
since its creation in 1999.

Participants pose for group picture
after award of certificates

By Awah Taning & Grace Limbu



Forest Regeneration Campaign Kicks off in the West and North West Regions

he Minister of For-
estry and  Wildlife,
Elvis Ngolle Ngolle,
has launched the For-
est regeneration campaign in
the West and North West Re-
gions of Cameroon. This took
place on August 13 and 14
2009 at the Chief's Palace in
Babadjou and Ayaba Hotel in
Bamenda respectively.
During the launch, the Minis-
ter announced that three mil-
lion (3,000,000) trees will be
planted in Cameroon in 2009.
According to him, 60,000
trees will be planted on Mt.
Bamboutous, 13,000 in
Bamenda, 90,000 around
Lake Chad to be sponsored
by the Cameroon, the Ameri-
can and the Chadian Govern-
ments.
At the Babadjou Chief's pal-
ace, the Minister, assisted by
some Forest Guards, planted
some symbolic trees because
going to Mt Bamboutous was
hindered by a torrential down
pour. Tree species like Ma-
hogany and prunus africana,
commonly known as Pygeum
were planted in the palace.
Speaking during the cere-
mony, the Mayor of Babadjou
promised to work hand in
glove with the Ministry to en-
sure reforestation of the Mt.
Bamboutous. According to
Magdalene, a member of the
Njang dance group present at
the occasion, they had come
to see the minister who has
made them to plant trees.
“we have come to see the
minister who has made us to
plant trees so that we can
have water during the dry
periods”, she commented. A
convention for tree planting

Minister and former PM Acidi Achu, together with forest guards planting

trees on the Bamenda station hill

was signed between the
Ministry of Forestry and
Wildlife and the councils of
the Mt. Bamboutous area.

In the North West, the
launching took place in the
Conference Room of Ayaba
Hotel. Elvis Ngolle Ngolle, in
his speech, said his Ministry
is the nature partner in the
crusade for tree planting
and that forest regeneration
restores green cover which
combats climate change.
The event was taking place
in Bamenda at a time when
the region was plagued by
landslides that obstructed
traffic and economic activi-
ties. The situation would be
checked by planting trees
on ecological fragile zones
of which the northwest is
one, termed “risk zones”.
Ngolle Ngolle called on all
to plant a tree each and en-
sure its survival. By so do-
ing, Cameroon will be made
a “green paradise”. He in-
vited everyone to join the
“Green Army” and be sol-
diers for nature conserva-
tion.

Talking to the population
the Government Delegate
to the Bamenda City Coun-

cil, Vincent Nji Ndumu said
tree planting is necessary for
the North West because it is
noted for its high biodiversity.
According to the President of
the Ad-hoc Committee for the
suppression of conflicts and
stimulation of economic devel-
opment of the North West Re-
gion, Tawa Christian, the Re-
gion has been suffering from
deforestation, bush fires,
overgrazing and unconven-
tional methods of farming that
ravage the vegetation.

A symbolic tree planting exer-
cise, too, was carried out on
the Bamenda station hill and
the Mankon Palace Forest Re-
serve respectively. Asking the
Mankon Fon why he still has
an ever green forest in his pal-
ace, he said the forest is a tra-
ditional resource which is

never destroyed though en-
croachment is threatened.

Ngolle Ngolle signing convention for
the Mt. Bamboutous forest regenera-
tion with councils



...l hope the minster has
come and seen and will send
some wild animals to be
kept here.” he said. To for-
mer PM, Achidi Achu, “we
have to leave something for
posterity.”

He also added that he has
10 hectares of land for me-
dicinal plants, and nobody
can kill even a rat or cut a

branch without authoriza-
tion.

The event ended with the
signing of a convention be-
tween the Ministry of For-
estry and Wildlife and the
Bamenda City Council. The
Minister also donated the
sum of seven million (FCFA
7,000,000) francs to the city
council for a start as a sign

of encouragement and sup-
port to facilitate tree plant-
ing in the Region.

By Grace Limbu

ERuDeF And ACF Create a Cross River Gorilla Conservation Cause Network on Facebook

Volunteers and ERuDeF staff

he Environment and
rural Development
Foundation, ERuDeF
and African Conser-
vation Foundation, ACF have
created a cross river gorilla
conservation cause network
on facebook as a means to
consolidate the efforts to-
wards protecting Cross River
gorillas in throughout the
Cameroon-Nigerian borders.
This is in a bid to put in
place a unified education
team for public sensitization
on the conservation of Cross
River gorillas in this unique
site. This network will also
serve as a tool to raise both
technical and financial re-
sources needed for the pro-
tection of these subpopula-
tions of gorillas taken into
consideration the fact that

there are urgent moves to-
wards the creation of a co-
managed Wildlife Sanctu-
ary.

The international field expe-
dition advertised over the
cause network is designed
to build the capacity of fu-
ture young conservationists
(both national and interna-
tional) with little or no
knowledge in biodiversity
conservation to enable
them take pro-active roles
in biodiversity conservation.
It will equally enable pro-
spective volunteers to con-
duct specialized long-term
primate related research in
the Lebialem-Mone Forest
Landscape.

Presently, about four poten-
tial volunteers have already
shown interest for the up
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coming November field ex-
pedition. Preparations are on
-going for ERuDeF’s Novem-
ber International Field Expe-
dition on Primate Conserva-
tion and Great Ape Tracking.
A total of 9 international vol-

unteers of different profes-

sional backgrounds have
participated so far in the
course since April 2008.

These volunteers spent be-
tween two to four weeks
conducting primate related
research in the Bechati-
Fossimondi-Besali Forest
area (the site for the pro-
posed Wildlife Sanctuary),
the Andu Forest area and
the Bechati-Mone Forest
Corridor linking the Bechati
Gorilla Subpopulation to the
Takamanda Gorilla Subpopu-
lation. These volunteers had
fascinating experiences as
most of them were actively
involved with; identification
of primate related signs,
field data collection and
other field activities (For
more volunteer stories,
google GVI Southwest Cross
River  gorilla expedition).
ERuDeF shall remain grateful
to contributions, be it techni-
cal, financial and/or moral.

By Edwin Alongamoh



MINFOF Acquires 20 New Vehicles to Reinforce Fight Against Illegal Logging and Poaching.

he campaign against
illegal  logging
poaching in the re-
gions and divisions
has been given a boost fol-
lowing the distribution of 20
brand new 4-wheel drive ve-
hicles to some areas that
lacked them.
Handing over the vehicles to
the beneficiaries, the minister
of Forestry and Wildlife, Elvis
Ngolle Ngolle warned them to
submit to the rules of result-
oriented management
have them withdrawn and
redistributed to needy sec-
tors.

and

or

Departments which bene-
fited from the new vehicles
were those of forestry and
transformation. Beneficiary
regional delegations were
North West, Littoral, Far
North and North. The vehi-
cles were also distributed to
the Faro and Deo Divisional
delegations in Adamawa; the
Nyong and Kelle, Mefou,
Mbam et Inoubou as well as
Mfoundi Divisional Delega-
tions in the Centre; the
Boumba et Ngoko Divisional
Delegation in the East; the
Upper  Nkam and Bam-
boutous Divisional Delega-

tions in the West, the Wouri
Divisional Delegation in the
Littoral; the Boyo and Men-
chum Divisional Delegations
in the North West; and the
Lebialem and Fako Divi-
sional Delegations in the
South West. The University
of Dschang (FASA) was also
a beneficiary. Regional bri-
gades, protected areas as
well as forestry posts will
soon be equipped with vehi-
cles also, the minister
promised.

Culled And Edited From The Horizon

MINFOF Signs Memorandum of Understanding with US Peace Corps

he conference hall of
the Mvog Betsi Zoo-
logical gardens last
June 30, was the
venue for the signing cere-
mony of a memorandum of
understanding between the
ministry of Forestry and Wild-
life represented by Prof. Elvis
Ngolle Ngolle, and the US
Peace Corps represented by

its Director for Cameroon,
James Ham. H.E Janet
Garvey, witnessed the sign-
ing.

Speaking at the ceremony,
Minister Ngolle
thanked H.E Janet Garvey for
personally leading the dele-
gation of the Peace Corps to
the ceremony and for donat-
ing several gifts to the
Campo Ma’an national park.
Ngolle Ngolle cited strides
made by the Cameroon gov-
ernment in the area of con-
servation and valorization of
wildlife resources. He dis-
closed that henceforth, the
two parties would collaborate

Ngolle

and develop strategies for the
implementation of
activities in Kalamaloue, Mo-
zogo-Gokoro, Vallee
Mbere and Bakassi national
park as well as Kimbi and Mbi
Crater Game reserves.

James Ham for his part, dis-
closed that the US Peace
Corps — Cameroon has al-
ready signed agreements of
collaboration with the Minis-
try of Agriculture and Rural
Development,
Fisheries and Animal Hus-
bandry and the Ministry of
Scientific Research and Inno-
vation.

Commenting on the partner-
ship, H.E Janet
stressed that it was an im-
portant “achievement in our
shared goal of protecting
Cameroon'’s rich diversity and
ensuring responsible use of
natural resources.

Talking to the press, Ngolle
Ngolle expressed delight that
the Peace Corps had joined
hands in the protection of our
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specific

du

Ministry of

Garvey

ecotourism and wildlife;
our fauna and flora. “we
are happy with the US
government for their con-
stant support through the
US ambassador to Camer-
oon to ensure that Camer-
oon remains a land of con-
servation,” he said. Elabo-
rating on the partnership,
the US ambassador said;
“the agreement is to allow
us work in a project that
preserves conservation.
We will work with local
communities to help iden-
tify areas in which to pro-
mote conservation.”

James Ham on his part
said, “We will be working
in collaboration with the
Ministry of Forestry and
Wildlife in the national
parks. Currently, we have

volunteers working in
Koza, Yokodouma with the
WWEF  programme with

great success...”
Culled from The Post



Mining In National Parks Threatens Wildlife

he attribution of mining
exploration licenses in
sites found within na-
tional parks is causing
concerns in Southeast Camer-
oon
Cameroon’s Ministry of Mines,
Water and Energy Resources
has issued permits for mining
exploration to be carried out in
patches of land found within
Lobeke and Bpumba Bek Na-
tional Parks and some logging
concessions. World Wide Fund
for Nature, WWEF, fears this
could be a potential source of
conflict and threat to biodiver-
sity conservation in Southeast
Cameroon. During a presenta-
tion of the situation to visiting
Cameroonian MPs to Southeast
Cameroon, WWF Jengi interim
Coordinator, Zacharie Nzooh,
stated that mining methods are
incompatible with objective of

biodiversity protection. “There is
bound to be fragmentation of
wildlife habitats and restriction of
animals’ liberty to roam freely,”
stated Dr. Nzooh. “An important
migratory corridor of elephants in
Lobeke that serves as highway for
migration of elephants in Camer-
oon, Congo Brazzaville and Cen-
tral African Republic, will be seri-
ously perturbed if mining is al-
lowed there,” he declared.

The superimposition of mining
sites in Lobeke and Boumba Bek
National Parks and some logging
concessions runs counter to inter-
national engagements made by
the state of Cameroon with re-
gards to biodiversity protection,
Nzooh argued. In March 2009,
WWEF supported a field mission by
local government delegation of
Environment, Mining and Forestry
to some mining sites in Southeast
Cameroon. The team reported

that some 10 permits have
been issued for mining,
though only three are active.
Mining pits are left open con-
stituting potential traps for
human beings and animals.
Another area of potential con-
flict is the incompatibility of
mining and forestry laws in
the  occupation of space.
While forestry law proscribes
the installation of people in
forest concessions and exploi-
tation in marshy areas, Cam-
eroon’s mining law authorizes
the installation of mining
teams within areas where ac-
tivities are being carried out
and exploitation in marshy
areas. The upshot might be a
rise in poaching and destruc-
tion of sensitive ecological
areas.

Culled from The Post

Organic Farming is Cheaper and Ecologically Friendly

rganic manure in agri-
culture is a cheaper
source of farm input to
farmers in Cameroon
and would contribute to limit the
amount of CO2 that is released
to the atmosphere which contrib-
utes to global warming. The
Head of the Strategic Humanitar-
ian Services (SHUMAS), a non
governmental organisation work-
ing in the area of integrated ru-

ral development told the

Farmer's Voice in his BIOFARM,
in Kumbo, Bui Division

Stephen Ndzerem was referring
particularly to slurry, the by-
product of biogas production
whose usage he is promoting
through training of young farm-
ers in organic farming and the
development and use of low cost
biogas plants.

“ The manure that farmers use is
good and is at the reach of eve-
rybody. But we insist on people
coming up with simple biogas

plants which we are going to do
everything to replicate because
the  manure contains
pathogens which when applied
directly have some contrary ef-
fects.”

He said almost 20% of it goes to
the air to contribute to global
warming. But, when manure is
transformed to biogas and the
methane is absorbed and trans-
ported through pipes to be used
for cooking or heating of poultry
farms and homes contribute to
limit the effects of climate
change.

Soil degradation due to overuse
and the application of chemical
fertilizers has not only contrib-
uted to a fall in food production
especially as the peasant farm-
ers are more and more unable to
have access to chemical fertilizer
with the hike in prices, but is
also contributing negatively to
climate change.

A study carried by the Rodale
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Institute in the United States
concluded that “regenerative
farming methods can trans-
form agriculture from part of
the global warming problem
to a major part of the solu-
tion, by changing how we
farm. Farmers could make a
transition to the new practices
relatively quickly and inex-
pensively using low cost
tools.”

According to Ndzerem, the
creation of BIOFARM was
aimed at providing farmers
with training on how to ac-
quire low cost farm inputs and
at the same time training
them on farm practices that
do not endanger the environ-
ment.

Culled And Edited From The
Farmers Voice



Microfinance a Tool for Socio-Economic Empowerment

avings-led
nance organization
like ERuDeF, has con-
tributed
in the building up of the eco-
nomic and financial capacities
of the rural poor. Its attractive
lending policies such as collat-
eral- free and negligible rates
of interest (1% per month)
goes a long way to support its
objective of helping poorer
communities escape the inci-
dence of poverty. It is com-
mitted to ensuring the applica-
bility of pro-poor approach
which makes its communities
sustainable development ini-

microfi-

enormously

tiatives to match up with
the goal of international de-
velopment agencies to re-
duce and combat poverty in
the near future. Reason
why a detailed analysis of
the scheme’s success sto-
ries among its potential cli-
ents would be documented
and published in October.
So far, a good proportion
of them (women) can boast
of being economically inde-
pendent with accompanying
improvements in their fam-
ily incomes, health, educa-
tion, sanitation, self esteem
and nutritional status. The

ERuDeF To Launch Carbon Finance Project

Lebialem/Mount Bamboutos Highlands

arbon finance is the
trading of excess car-
bon credit ( waste
products of carbon
and other green house gases)
from industries that produce
more than required emission
guotas. These industries iden-
tify other industries that pro-
duce less than their required
emission quotas and sell their
excesses to them. In some
cases industries with excess
emission identify  organisa-

tions that are carrying out
programs that lead to car-
bon conservation such as
aforestation and reforesta-
tion and partner with them
in order to compensate for
their excess emissions.
According to The

Economist, the government
of Cameroon has leased
over 830, 000 hectares of
biodiverse tropical forest to
conservationists for an an-
nual sum of $1.6 million.

scheme is constrained to
target just a few of the ru-
ral poor due to the limited
number of viable partners.
However, the organisation
is not relenting its efforts in
ensuring that the devastat-
ing effects of poverty are
mitigated in the rural com-
munities of Alou, Wabane,
Fontem and Upper Ban-

yang.

By Asong Gladys

No conservation groups are
interested. This is appar-
ently because the price is
too high. Despite the rapid
growth of global carbon fi-
nance transactions, small-
scale Clean Development
Mechanism (CDM) projects
in sub Saharan Africa are
still being by-passed by
commercial investors due to
significantly higher  cost,
risk and lack of operational
policy framework.

This not withstanding,
ERuDeF plans to launch a
carbon finance project in
the Mount Bamboutous re-
gion. This project is still at
the sensitisation and fund-
raising stage.

By Martha Vikie



Need for International Organisation for Standardization (ISO) in all Working Sectors

Il working sectors
need to be accred-
ited to the Interna-
tional Organisation
for  Standardization (1SO).
This is a very important sys-
tem as it ensures desirable
characteristics of products
and services such as quality,
environmental friendliness,
safety, reliability, efficiency
and interchangeability. When
products and services meet
our expectations, we tend to
take this for granted and are
unaware of the role of stan-
dards. However, when stan-
dards are absent, we soon
notice.
Standards make the develop-

ment, manufacturing and

Fertilizers well stocked, ready for use

supply of products and ser-
vices more efficient, safer
and cleaner . It facilitates
trade  between countries
and makes it fairer , it safe-
guards consumers and us-
ers in general of products
and services and it makes
life simpler by providing so-

lutions to common problems.
We all need standards.

So, all working sectors need
standards!!!

By Mefor Halle

Encouraging Traditional Taboos In The Bechati Area Will Contribute To Saving The CRG.

Cross River gorilas are
found in isolated forest
blocks including the Bechati-
Fossimondi-Besali forest
area in Lebialem Division,
southwest Cameroon. Cur-
rent threats to their exis-
tence in this area include;
hunting, forest conversion
into farmland, and habitat
fragmentation. The Bechati-
Fossimondi-Besali forest
consists of a series of hills
and mountains with steep
slopes and deep valleys. It
rises from about 500 m in
Bechati through 1,700 m at
Bamumbu to 1,900 m in
Fossimondi (Oates et al.
2007). The change of vege-
tation from lowland to lower
montane forest gives rise to
a high level of plant and ani-
mal biodiversity. This chal-
lenging topography is a limi-

tation to the potential for
commercial logging.
(Nkembi et al. 2006).

The conservation of these
critically endangered species
has faced many problems,
sometimes generated by the
perception of various forest
adjacent villages with re-
gards to the practice. Stud-
ies conducted via socio-
economic surveys revealed
that communities living
around the B-F-B forest all
have diverse values and per-
ceptions as regard to Cross
River gorillas, likewise their
conservation.

For centuries, stories of this
kind have promoted cultural
and behavioural norms of
traditional African societies,
and such oral traditions are
the only means through
which knowledge and wis-

dom about the environ-
ment is passed-on and
sustained from generation
to generation (Jacobson et
al. 2006). These stories,
when retold in their origin-

communities or to indi-
genes of these communi-
ties living in urban areas,
could contribute  signifi-
cantly to influencing peo-
ple's value systems and
restore their kinship with

nature's creatures (Rose et
al. 2003).

In addition, tales of myths

about wildlife provide an
excellent means of break-
ing socio-cultural barriers
and obtaining community
recognition of conservation
education programs.

To be continued...
By Efuet Taleih Atem



Trainings:

For more inquiries contact ERuDeF Head office

i International Field Course on P situated at:
mate conservation and WildlitNYENTY BUILDING APPARTMENT # 2
BEHIND JOB SHOP STOREY BUILDING
MALINGO STREET, MOLYKO-BUEA
CELL : 23799 12 29 04
237 75433207 /79 70 24 97
EMAIL : info_erudef@yahoo.com

Tracking; November 2009
This Course is a two to four week course
aimed at building conservation interest in
individuals, undergraduates and graduate
students with no background in conser-
vation but who wish to take up careers in
the art of biodiversity conservation with
focus on great apes.

The objectives of this course are; to train

a new generation of future scientists
both national and international on great

apes research and wildlife tracking meth-
ods, to provide practical field experience
to participants in the field of wildlife con-

servation, and to conduct a regular bio-
monitoring of gorillas and chimpanzees in
their natural habitat.

Enrollment to the course requires that
participants at the course should have at
least some level of university education.
However, enthusiastic pre-university and

high school students could equally enroll.

Participants will have the opportunity to

meet with wildlife field scientists and
species and will at the end of the course,
be awarded a ‘certificate of participation’.

Major course highlights include; training

workshop on basic techniques of wildlife
monitoring, tracking and identification,

workshop on primatological survey meth-

ods, a social program including excur-
sions to Limbe and the Limbe Wildlife
Center (LWC).
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